THE VISION OF THE WEST

Raleigh's cousin, convoyed out to Roanoke the
little colony which Ralph Lane governed and
which, as we have seen in an earlier chapter, Drake
took home discomfited in 1586. There might have
been a story to tell of successful colonization, in-
stead of failure, if Drake had kept away from
Roanoke that year or if he had tarried a few days
longer. For no sooner had the colony departed in
Drake's vessels than a ship sent out by Sir Walter
Raleigh, 'freighted with all maner of things in
most plentiful maner/ arrived at Roanoke; and
'after some time spent in seeking our Colony up
in the countrey, and not finding them, returned
with all the aforesayd provision into England.*
About a fortnight later Sir Richard Grenville
himself arrived with three ships. Not wishing to
lose possession of the country where he had planted
a colony the year before, he 'landed fifteene men
in the Isle of Roanoak, furnished plentifully with
all maner of provision for two yeeres, and so de-
parted for England.* Grenville unfortunately
had burnt an Indian town and all its standing corn
because the Indians had stolen a silver cup. Lane,
too, had been severe in dealing with the natives and
they had turned from friends to foes. These and
other facts were carefully recorded on the spot by